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But after two days lost in vain research news came that the
thief had been seen on the Medinah road towards JJenakeeyah,
and so far advanced that no hope remained of catching either
him or the mortar. Fortunately I carried about with me a
small brazen implement wherein to pound " poisoned poisons"
for my patients ; this we now washed out carefully, and applied
it to more social uses during our way to the capital, where at
last Aboo-'Eysa found a supplement if not an equivalent for
his loss.

When all was ready for the long-expected departure, it was
definitely fixed for the 3rd of October, a Friday, I think, at
nightfall. Since our first interview Barakat and myself had not
again presented ourselves before Mohanna, except in chance
meetings, accompanied by distant salutations in the street or
market-place ; and we did not see any need for paying him a
special farewell call. Indeed, after learning who and what he
was, we did our best not to draw his grey eye on us, and
thereby escaped some additional trouble and surplus duties 10
pay, nor did any one mention us to him. At star-rise we bade
our host and householder Ahmed a final adieu, and left the
town with Aboo-'Eysa for our guide.